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If you are reading this, you have survived the longest period without sunshine, in recorded history. Well done 
you! 
At least the reservoirs are full and you have Community Connect to brighten your day. 
 
If you are a local group or organisation and need some money for a worthwhile project, to benefit the 
community, fear not: 
The Rotary, after a successful Santaõs Sleigh, are asking for applications and Meldrum & Bourtie Parish Church 
are open to such applications also. 
Kudos to them for raising and making these funds available. 
A fantastic opportunity to make Meldrum and surrounds even better.  
 
A new initiative from Meldrum Kirk, called Bricks & Bites marries Lego and 
food to allow play and conversation to flow.  
 
Meldrum Golf Club has also been raising money through Opens and raffles 
to gift money locally and for Prostate Cancer research. 
 
Oldmeldrum Bowling Club are celebrating their Centenary this year. Why not 
go along and Try Bowls, individually, or as a family, and join in on this special 
year. 
 
You wonõt believe it, but Haddo Arts has managed to attract Sir John Rutter 
CBE, the famous composer of the magical ôRequiemõ and ôGloriaõ and the 
Christmas carol ôCandlelight Carolõ to Haddo. 
If you prefer country to classical then have An Afternoon with KW Country, at 
the Legion, which is to raise funds for Meldrum Volunteers Fundraiser Group. 
 
The National Trust for Scotland have an event at our library, on 24th 
February, called The History of the House, showcasing the research resources 
available there. 
 
The Baileyõs of Bennachie have a lifetime membership for just Ã25 which 
helps protect this beautiful landscape. Their 2026 events program will be 
available soon. Why not join a work party or go to their events this year. 
Good exercise & craic. 
 
The defibrillator at the pavilion has been used twice, since November 25, to 
save lives so a very worthwhile addition to our community. Also, a North East 
Paramedic was awarded with a British Empire Medal for his remarkable work 
over 30 years. 
 
Enjoy ! 
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Meldrum Bourtie & Daviot Community Council 

The Community Council is here to support the residents in our area and make their views 
known to Aberdeenshire council. We still have several vacant positions. So why not come and 
join us. Help run the country (at a low level) Or just come to one of our meetings  and help get 
your voice heard about local issues. There are always some local Aberdeenshire Councillors at 
our meetings who will note your concerns and try to  answer questions. They always do their 
best to support us with local matters.  Alternatively e-mail an issue to our secretary (details 
below). If you donõt say anything we canõt help. 

 

Resilience  

We have a small resilience group and are always looking for volunteers to help  on an, ôas requiredõ basis. You 
donõt have to be a member of the community council to volunteer. The work would mainly be  involved in 
obtaining  and passing on information.  Knocking on doors to check up on friends and neighbours.  Donõt 
forget we are not a 1st level responder organisation; they are the Police, Fire, Ambulance, coast guard, council, 
and government. There is a large amount of very useful information available to help you plan and prepare 
on the ready Scotland website. There are also some online training courses which may help. Most of our 
emergency situations, apart from Covid, have been weather related. Strong winds, snow, rain etc., resulting in 
blocked roads, power cuts, fallen trees, and danger from windblown  objects.   

We have a small supply of emergency equipment  in both Meldrum and Daviot. This includes 7 public access 
AEDs (defibrillators) which we maintain fit for use. They are located at Meldrum golf club, Meldrum sports 
pavilion, Meldrum small square, Meldrum Academy, Daviot estate, Daviot village hall and, Daviot scout hut.   

The AED at the Meldrum Sports pavilion has been used twice since the end of November 2025 to help save a 
life. So, itõs all worthwhile.  All our AEDs are located outside in a box which requires a small electrical supply 
for LED lights and a heater to keep the battery above freezing. The electricity use is very small. 

We suggest that everyone should take the following actions to help plan and  prepare for an emergency.  

1. Plan and prepare to stay at home and look after yourself for 3 or 4 days 

2. Keep informed by listening to the news, TV, radio and online  weather forecasts  

3. Maintain a supply of nonperishable food and some drinking water   

4. Ensure you have an adequate supply of any necessary medication 

5. Make sure your mobile phone is charged up. 

6. Ensure you have a torch and spare batteries. 

7. If you are fit and able and its safe, check up on your neighbours. Remember your safety comes first. If you 
fall or become injured who will be available to look after you.  

8. Stay at home. If in doubt donõt go out 

Please donõt hesitate to get in touch with myself or Jan Chalmers. If you require any extra information.  Also 
look at the ready Scotland website for useful information.  

 

Planning ..  

We are a statutory consultee for all planning matters in our area, and we review the applications at our 
meetings.  We support local residents with their objections and comments supporting applications as 
necessary.  

 

Traffic  

HGV passing through the centre of Meldrum  are a major problem which has resulted in severe damage and 
disruption being caused. We would like the Council to improve the existing road signs to make it clear that 
commercial vehicles in particular HGV should use the bypass and not go through the town centre.  Access 
being to the centre and not through the centre to the other side.  
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Alzheimer Scotland offers a group in Oldmeldrum for people living with 
dementia and their carers. 
Meldrum Social Group meet normally on the first Thursday of each month 
from 1.30 -2.30 pm at the Town Hall in the Square. At the group we have 
games and activities, tea and coffee and quizzes. Recent activities include 
planting seeds and making clocks. Our Community Groups are there to be 
enjoyed by anyone living with dementia or experiencing difficulties with 
their memory, including their families and friends. All are welcome; people 
who can attend independently  and/or for  those unable to do so should 
come with a companion who can provide any support for them.  
Contact Susan at swestcott@alzscot.org or tel 07876 003154 if you would 
like any further information.  
We also run Carers Groups in Ellon and Inverurie. These are for carers to come along to and they can share their 
experiences, get advice and have a friendly chat with our dementia advisor. If you would like to come along to a carers 
group please contact Mags Corbett at mcorbett@alzscot.org or telephone 07769 366 175.  

ALZHEMIER SCOTLAND 

We wish everyone all the best for the new year  

Community Council contact Secretary  janchalmers1@hotmail.com 

Gordon Duncan 

(Chairperson Meldrum, Bourtie & Daviot Community Council)  

Meldrum Bourtie & Daviot Community Council 

Why not consider coming along to the revitalised Rotary club of Oldmeldrum and District, 

where you will find fun, fellowship, good speakers and excellent food.  Service before self is 

our mantra and we aim to raise as much money as we can for local charities and community 

groups, whilst also supporting overseas charities through our Rotary Foundation. 

Following our very successful Santa Sleigh in December, we have recently asked for 

applications for financial assistance from local community groups and we shall be awarding 

these grants in March. 

We meet at the Redgarth Hotel on a Monday evening.  Our meetings start at 7pm or join us at 

6.15pm for 6.30pm for a meal beforehand.  You will be sure to receive a warm welcome! 

Our Facebook and website details are below. 

 

Mary Watt 

President Oldmeldrum and District Rotary. 

 

Email: rotaryomd@gmail.com  

 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/oldmeldrumrotary 

 

mailto:swestcott@alzscot.org
mailto:mcorbett@alzscot.org
mailto:janchalmers1@hotmail.com
mailto:rotaryomd@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/oldmeldrumrotary
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If you, or anyone you know would like a visit from someone from the Pastoral Care Team, please get in touch 
with either Eileen Oliver on 07775 606640 or Sheila Simpson on 07866 130175. 
We are also looking for people to join our Team to provide occasional visits to people in the Community.  If 
you have some free time and think this is something you would be interested in, please let us know. 

PASTORAL CARE 

MELDRUM BOMBER AIRMEN MADE THE SUPREME SACRIFICC  

By Peter Myers 
 
There are four Royal Air Force airmen 
commemorated on Oldmeldrumõs war memorial 
who flew with RAF Bomber Command.  They were 
all flying in the Short Stirling, the first of the RAFõs 
four-engined bombers, when they were shot 
down. The accompanying photo shows a Stirling 
returning to base. 
 
Norman Marshall  was following a career in banking before he enlisted in the RAF to train as aircrew. His 
father, William, had been manager of the Glengarioch Distillery at Oldmeldrum before the family moved to 
Middlesex. Sergeant Marshall, aged 23, was the flight engineer of Short Stirling I, serial no. BF346, of No. 90 
Squadron which took off from RAF Ridgewell, Essex, at 8.19pm on April 28, 1943 for a minelaying operation 
over the Baltic. The Stirling was shot down and all seven crew were killed. One crew member was buried at 
Kiel War Cemetery, Germany, while the others are commemorated on the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey. Sgt 
Marshallõs previous sorties earlier that month had included having to abort a raid on the French port of 
Lorient after the port inner engine became unserviceable. There were raids on Kiel and the industrial city of 
Duisburg. The day before his last flight, Sgt Marshall had returned to base on April 27 after an attack on 
Duisburg. 
 
Later in 1943, another airman from Oldmeldrum, Flying Officer Robert Massie , was the navigator of  Stirling 
III EH927, of No. 199 Squadron, which took off from RAF Lakenheath, Suffolk, at 8.45pm on August 24 for a 
raid on Berlin. The Stirling was shot down and only one crew member survived to be taken prisoner. The 
squadron had converted from Wellingtons to Stirlings only the previous month and operated the four -
engined aircraft on bombing and minelaying sorties as well as missions to supply arms to the French 
Resistance. 
 
Flight Sergeant Ian Henderson  was a wireless operator/air gunner with No. 15 Squadron at RAF Bourn, 
Cambridgeshire, when his Stirling, W7578, which had taken off at 7.35pm on September 19, 1942 for a raid 
on Munich, came down over France later that night. His grave is at Noyers-le-Val cemetery in the Meuse 
department. Pilot Officer Edward Wood , from St Katherines, was serving with No. 149 Squadron based at 
RAF Lakenheath. He was pilot of Stirling III EE969 when it failed to return from a minelaying operation over 
the Kattegat on January 27/28, 1944. He had flown three previous sorties that month to bomb targets at 
Abbeville in northern France. His squadron operated the last Stirling bombing raid when four of its aircraft 
attacked Le Havre in September 1944. 
 

The writerõs father, Ron Myers , who was resident in Oldmeldrum from 1963 to 1992, completed a tour of 
operations as second pilot of a Consolidated B-24 Liberator bomber with No. 178 Squadron in North Africa 
and Italy. His squadron was part of the RAFõs No. 205 Group whose Halifaxes, Liberators and Wellingtons, 
along with the Fortresses and Liberators of the USAAFõs 15th Air Force, kept up a relentless offensive against 
strategic targets in northern Italy, Hungary, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria and Romania as the Soviet Unionõs Red Army 
advanced from the east .Ronõs sorties included laying mines in the River Danube which seriously disrupted the 
transport of Romanian oil to the Reich and hindered Germanyõs prosecution of the war.  
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Meldrum Volunteers Fundraiser Group first event 
of 2026. An afternoon of great Country and Irish 
music with KWõs Country on Sunday 8th March in 
The Royal British Legion hall, 2pm to 5pm. Tickets 
are available now from The Legion bar or from Dot 
Davidson on 07827 392677 or you can just pay at 
the door. All we ask for is a donation of a minimum 
of Ã5 per person. KWõs Countryõs two previous 
shows have been sold out so donõt miss this 
chance of a great afternoon where you can either 
hit the dance floor or just sit and enjoy the music.  
The Legion will have suppers available after the 
show but these must be booked direct with The 
Legion.  

OLDMELDRUM VOLUNTEERS FUNDRAISING GROUP 



6 

Mr Jay Morrison       6th December 2025 
Mr Simon Knowles      8th December 2025 
Mrs Muriel Bean       14th December 2025 
Mr Colin Chalmers      17th December 2025 
Mrs Christine Wishart      20th December 2025 
Mrs Marjorie Murray      24th December 2025 
Miss Ivy Falconer       7th January 2026 
Mr Gordon Whyte      8th January 2026 

BEREAVEMENTS 

On 8th December 2025 The Guild Christmas Party was held in Morris's Hotel.  We had a 
lovely meal served by friendly staff.  A lovely afternoon enjoyed by all. 
  
Unfortunately our meeting which was to be held on 12th January was cancelled due to the 
weather. 
 
 

The Guild Syllabus is as follows: 
 
9th March      Speaker:  Andrew Connon 
                         who will talk on Farming Life 
13th April        A.G.M.  
                        Speaker:  Pat Patrone 
11th May        Outing to be arranged  
 
The Guild meets in Morris's Hotel at 2.30 pm. 
 
The World Day of Prayer will be held in Meldrum Church on Friday 6th March at 6.30pm.  

WHAT'S ON AT KAYLEIGH'S 
WEE STARS 

Meldrum Men  
Last Wednesday of 
every month 7pm-
9pm at the Pleasure 
Park Pavilion. Itõs 
free and open to all 
men in the area. 
Can find more info 
on Facebook.  
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 North East Aberdeenshire National Trust for Scotland 
Membersõ Centre  
(A registered Scottish Charity SC02422) 
 
 

Over the last few years organising events during Winter has been difficult. Storms, snow and ice have caused 
cancellations, but the weather was kind to us in December for our òCarols for Christmasó event. Since the 
chapel at Haddo was unavailable, the event was held at Methlick Parish Church. The Ythan Singers were in 
great voice and the two pieces performed by the òMusical Midgiesó junior choir were real highlights of the 
show as were the mince pies and shortbread served after the performance. In January we had a talk given by 
one of our members, Lynne Copping, on the history of her familyõs service in the armed forces over multiple 
generations. Upcoming events are listed below: 
 
24th  February, 11am  Aberdeenshire  Library Headquarters, Oldmeldrum  ð The History of a House ð 
showcasing the research resources available at the library (refreshments available after the presentation). 
 
19th  March, 11am (tea/coffee from 10:30 am), The Medan Centre, Pitmedden  ð The Work of the Mercy 
Ships ð Marguerite Connolly 
 
April  (Date and venue TBD) ð AGM followed by talk and refreshments 
 
If you are interested in attending any of the events above please email ne.aberdeenshire.mc@gmail.com for 
more information and to register your interest so we can track numbers.  
 
Non-members of the Membersõ Centre are very welcome to attend events. We appreciate any donations 
towards covering cost of refreshments etc.  
 
If you are a member of the NTS and would like to get more involved and help support our local properties 
then join the North East Aberdeenshire Membersõ Centre. Annual membership costs Ã12. To join contact Dr. 
Alistair Flett, Easter Crichie Cottage, St. Katherines, Aberdeenshire. AB51 8SR (01651 891620). 

NATIONAL TRUST FOR SCOTLAND 

OLDMELDRUM BOWLING CLUB 

 
 
 
 
 
Our green ôopensõ on Saturday 18th April 2026 at 1pm. 
The Club will be running its usual informal ôHat Nightõ sessions on Monday nights, 
initially at 6.30pm, which changes to 7pm start after a couple of weeks. 
We are also holding informal ôget togethersõ on Thursday afternoons (2pm), where we 
are serving tea/coffee to encourage fellowship, giving new members  the opportunity 
to make new friends and socialise, especially if you're new to the area, but also 
providing coaching to those seeking to learn.  

For those wishing a more competitive experience there will be the usual internal Club Competitions, as well 
as League games against local Clubs.  
    Follow us on Facebook - Oldmeldrum Outdoor Bowling Club  
 

   Come and try bowls!    
Coaching and guidance for all levels  of experience is available.  
Come as a family, where all ages can play together.   

mailto:ne.aberdeenshire.mc@gmail.com
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ABERDEENSHIRE LIEUTENANCY  
 

The Lord -Lieutenantõs Update  

Congratulations  
Congratulations to the following Aberdeenshire residents who were recognised for the outstanding 
contributions they have made across the county and beyond in the Kingõs New Year Honours List. From 
highland dancing to historic building preservation, apprenticeships / catering, charitable work, tourism, 
cadets, medicine we are grateful to them and proud of their achievements. Peter Bruce (CBE) for catering/
charity, Prof. Zosia Miedzybrodzka (OBE) for genetics, Claire Bruce (MBE) for tourism,  James Buchan (MBE) for 
seafood, Paul Higson (MBE) for heritage, David Reid (MBE) for disability support,  Adele Steel (MBE) for 
Girlguiding, and Alison Milne (BEM) for highland dancing and  Squadron Leader Stewart Norris (BEM) for 
youth.  
 
Meldrum Academy Christmas Concert  
I was represented by Sarah Bell DL at the Meldrum Academy Christmas 
Concert. There were performances from eleven extracurricular music and 
dance groups, alongside a fantastic exhibition by the Design Faculty from 
their S1,2 and 3 students and NPA in Photography candidates.  
There were 120+ performers and dancers who all showcased the incredible 
talent within the school. They were joined by musicians from some of the 
local primary schools including Rothienorman, Meldrum, Cultercullen, Udny 
Green, Rayne North and Tarves, as well as Fyvie Primary and Mintlaw 
Academy. Well done to all involved for such wonderful evening.  
 
Commemorative Sycamore Tree Planting at Balmoral Castle  

A very moving and special tree planting ceremony was held within 
the grounds of Balmoral Castle on Armistice Day in recognition of 
the 28 estate workers who fought in the First World War, of whom 
seven made the ultimate sacrifice. Rev Kenneth MacKenzie LVO DL, 
Minister of the Parish of Braemar and Crathie, led the short 
commemorative service which was attended by Balmoral estate staff, 
Gordon Highlander veterans and volunteers from The Gordon 
Highlanders Museum. The Lady Saltoun DL, Vice Lord-Lieutenant of 
Aberdeenshire and Kirsty Wilson, Head of Gardens for Balmoral and 
Birkhall, planted a sycamore tree in commemoration of all the estate 
workers who served.  

The new Resident Factor, Major Rob Whitson, welcomed everyone and made a commemorative speech which 
included a special message from His Majesty The King.  
 
Anniversaries, Birthdays  
Myself, or one of my Deputies are always delighted to visit on the day of special milestones, 60th, 70th or 75th 
wedding anniversaries and 100th and 105th birthdays and present a card and personal congratulations. Please 
do look at our web site, details below, for further information.  
 
Honours  

I had the great pleasure of presenting Keith Jensen with his British Empire 
Medal for his remarkable work over 30 years saving lives as a paramedic in 
the North -East of Scotland. Keith has also played a key role in supporting 
the impactful work of life saving charities such as Aberdeen Mountain 
Rescue, The Sandpiper Trust and BASICS Scotland. A truly exceptional 
contribution to our communities and so many families.  
The Aberdeenshire Lieutenancy would like to know of any individual or 
voluntary organisation who has made an exceptional contribution for the 
wider benefit of others in their community. The Lieutenancy will assist in 
giving full consideration for appropriate recognition. Information can be 
found on the Aberdeenshire Lieutenancy website  
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Would you like to learn more about the Aberdeenshire Lieutenancy?  

Myself, or one of my Deputies would be pleased to visit local groups and schools to share information about 
the Lieutenancy and the work we do. Please use the email contact below to get in touch.  
https:// www.lord-lieutenant-aberdeenshire.co.uk or contact us info@lordlieutenant -aberdeenshire.co.uk 
 

   You can also follow us on Facebook and Instagram ð ôLord-Lieutenant of Aberdeenshireõ 
Very best wishes to you all 
Sandy Manson, His Majestyõs Lord-Lieutenant of Aberdeenshire  

ABERDEENSHIRE LIEUTENANCY  
 

The Lord -Lieutenantõs Update  

http://www.lord-lieutenant-aberdeenshire.co.uk
mailto:info@lordlieutenant-aberdeenshire.co.uk
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Dear Friends,  
 

The Wonder of the Brick: Building Community This Spring  
If you were to step into our house just now, you would need to watch your step.  
LEGO is everywhere. 
On the living room floor.  
On the kitchen table. 
In carefully labelled boxes and bagsê and not-so-carefully piled heaps. 
 

With three children aged 11, 9, and 5, LEGO isnõt just a toy in our home ñ itõs a way of life. There are detailed 
instructions spread out beside wild, imaginative creations that donõt follow any rules at all. There are 
moments of intense concentration, moments of frustration, and moments of pure joy when the final brick 
clicks into place. 
 

And as spring arrives ñ with its promise of new life, fresh starts, and longer days ñ Iõve been struck by how 
much LEGO can teach us about community, faith, and what it means to build something together. 
 

At its heart, LEGO is wonderfully simple. One small brick on its own doesnõt look like much. But when bricks 
are joined together ñ patiently, creatively, and sometimes imperfectly ñ something new begins to take 
shape. A house. A garden. A spaceship. A whole city. 
 

Community is a bit like that.  
 

Each of us brings our own shape, colour, story, and strength. On our own, we can feel small or unsure of 
where we fit. But when we gather ñ across ages, experiences, and backgrounds ñ we begin to build 
something bigger than ourselves. Something sturdy enough to hold joy and sorrow, celebration and 
challenge. 
 

Thatõs one of the reasons weõre excited about a new gathering at the Church Hall called Bricks and Bites . 
 

On the third Sunday of each month, from 4.30ð6.00pm in the Church Hall, we come together to build LEGO, 
share stories, and enjoy a simple meal together. Itõs relaxed, welcoming, and designed for all ages ñ whether 
youõre a seasoned LEGO architect or someone who just enjoys being part of a table where conversation and 
creativity flow. 
 

Thereõs something quietly powerful about building side by side. You donõt need the right words. You donõt 
need to know the ending. You simply show up, pick up a brick, and begin. 
 

Spring itself feels like a giant rebuilding project. The earth, which has looked bare and tired through winter, 
begins again ñ shoots pushing through soil, lambs appearing in fields, colour returning to places that felt 
grey for a long time. It reminds us that renewal doesnõt happen all at once. Growth comes piece by piece. 
 

The Easter story sits right at the heart of that truth. 
 

Easter tells us that even when things seem broken beyond repair, love is still at work. That hope can be rebuilt 
from the smallest beginnings. That what looks like an ending can become the foundation for something new.  
 

Like LEGO, the Easter story is not about perfection. Itõs about persistence. About staying with the process. 
About trusting that each small act of kindness, welcome, courage, and care matters ñ even when we canõt yet 
see the finished picture. 
 

As a church, and as a wider community, weõre still building. We wonõt always get it right. Sometimes pieces 
wonõt fit where we expect them to. Sometimes weõll need to take things apart and start again. Thatõs okay. 
The joy is in building together.  
 

So this spring, whether youõre finding your feet, trying something new, or simply looking for a place to 
belong, know that thereõs room for you. Your brick matters. Your presence matters. 
 

And if you happen to enjoy LEGO ñ or just good company and a shared meal ñ weõd love to see you at 
Bricks and Bites. And remember LEGO just like Church is for ages 0-99!  

          Rev. Alisa McDonald 
          Minister of Meldrum and Bourtie Parish Church 
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OPENING HOURS: 
Thurs        10-3.30pm. 
Friday.       10-3.30pm 
Saturday   10-3.30pm 

Meldrum Café is staffed and run by volunteers.  We are looking for people who have 2-3 hours spare a week 
to help with either a regular or occasional shift.  It is a great way to meet people and make new friends.  No 
experience is required as training will be given. 
If you are interested contact:  mmbcic@outlook.com with your phone number and details or speak to one of 
the volunteers in the café  

MELDRUM CAFÉ 


