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Connecting Kirk & Community
A Newsletter for the Meldrum Community

The Community Council are looking for volunteers to assist with emergency response in times of severe
weather and potentially loss of power to keep vulnerable people safe. They also remind car drivers of which
websites are available to refresh their memories on the dealing with winter conditions - do you have a torch,
warm clothes, blankets, a pair of boots/wellies, spare hat & gloves, just in case you break down or slide off
the road? Do you have a phone charger cable in your car?

Have you switched to winter windscreen wash?

Flip flops on Ben Nevis? No thanks! Emergency winter kit in car? Good idea!

Rotary are warming up the sleigh, de-icer at the ready, to transport Santa around the local communities.
Please sing along as they go by and support them with donations so they can keep up their wonderful efforts
to support local groups.

Meldrum Parish Church have also awarded many grants to local groups this year and have a plethora of
activities and services, throughout December. The Community Christmas
Tree Project is on again for all to see, in the church.
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Meldrum Bourtie & Daviot Community Council

The Meldrum, Bourtie, & Daviot Community Council continues to support the people of our
area making sure that your views are made clear to Aberdeenshire Council. To enable us to do
this we require your help. Please join us, we have a few vacant positions, Come to one of our

monthly meetings, or e-mail an issue to our secretary (details below).

Floodng We dondt have a major problem in our area, but
may become worse due to more spells of severe weather which we are advised by the Met Office will happen
in the near future. Action is required about known problems now. Plan and prepare are the key words. We
need to make sure that Aberdeenshire Council is fully aware of these problems and is taking suitable action
to help solve them. One ongoing problem is the culvert under the Meldrum House roundabout. This takes
surface runoff rainwater from Meldrum House estate. It seems that the current culvert, installed years ago, is
now too small to handle the current water volume. During severe weather this can result in an overflow
leading to flooding of the A947 road and Benview gardens etc. We are currently waiting for information from
the council about when they are planning to carry out work to fix this problem. The Community Council has a
small supply of sandbags available in Meldrum and we encourage residents to do their best to report blocked
drains, and take precautions to protect their homes and help each other should it be necessary.

Resilience We have a small resilience group and a supply of some emergency equipment held in both

Meldrum and Daviot. We are currently looking for volunteers who may be available to offer some help should

an emergency ari se. (talk on the phone, hold a |igl
after ourselves and help each other, if able, for a
due to weather etc., with no electricity for a day or three.

Planning . We are a statutory consultee on all planning matters in our area. One major current development
in the design stage is the building of 214 homes on land to the East of Newbarns. Two consultations have
been held in Meldrum to date.

Traffic HGV passing through the centre of Meldrum are a major problem which has resulted in severe
damage and disruption being caused. This is a matter high on our priority list.

Winter safety : With winter coming round the corner, itds
di sruption caused by severe weather. There is a | ar
web site (https://ready.scot).

The highway code (https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the -highway-code) has some good winter driving
information see rules 226, 228, 229, 230, 231, 235, and 236. You should always Plan and Prepare to help
Prevent Problems. You may be an excellent driver or rider, but other people are not so good. Another vehicle
sliding across the road could result in damage to your vehicle, and or a spell in hospital for you. Remember if
in doubt dondét go out .

Winter driving essentials
Ensure your vehicle is correctly serviced.

Ensure your tyres are in good condition with good tread depth. Consider fitting winter tyres during the
winter months. At lower temperatures, below 7 deg C, they will give better grip than normal tyres.

Make sure your windscreen washer liquid is suitable for the winter temperature.
Keep your fuel tank topped up.
Pay attention to weather forecasts on TV and radio see highway code rule 228.

ltds a good idea to carry the following items in t
code rule 228 Warm coat, de-icer, high vis vest, torch, mobile phone c/w charging lead that will fit your
car, jump start cable and or power pack.



Meldrum Bourtie & Daviot Community Council

Clear all windows using a scraper and deicer before setting off If you run the air conditioning it
will dry the air and help keep the windows clear see highway code rule 229.

If the weather outside is treacherous, you should avoid driving if possible. See rule 228.

Remember to look after your own safety first. If you become a casualty, you can't help anyone and who will
be available to help you?

Community Council contact Secretary janchalmersl@hotmail.com

Gordon Duncan

(Chairperson Meldrum, Bourtie & Daviot Community Council)

Santa and his Sleigh will be visiting the communities in and around Oldmeldrum from the Tuesday 2™
December until Friday 12" December.

Santa has lots of visits in each community so he will not be able to stop and have children on the Sleigh as
he travels through the streets. But, Santa will be playing Christmas songs, shouting Ho Ho Ho and waving as
he passes through the following communities:

Rota ry Tues 2%Dec  Rothienorman
Club of Oldmeldrum Wed 3™ Dec Tarves
and District Thurs 4" Dec  Methlick
‘ Fri 5" Dec Daviot

Mon 8" Dec Oldmeldrum South
Tue 9" Dec Oldmeldrum North
Wed 10" Dec  Newmachar East
Thurs 11" Dec  Newmachar West
Fri 12" Dec Kingseat

A few days before each visit we will post our itinerary on Facebook. This will detail the route and approximate
times of our schedule. Our Facebook posts will also provide a link to an on-line tracker, so that you can

foll ow Santads progress. We hope you dondt miss N
switching of Ol dmel dr umés ™ Mehembest mas | i ghts on Sun

The Rotary Club will once again be donating 25% donations to the Parent Council of each local primary
school, with the remainder going to our community fund for distribution to local worthy causes. Your
generosity is appreciated, and we look forward to sharing the festive spirit and fun.

Thank you for all your support in 2025 and Merry Christmas from all the members The Rotary Club of
Oldmeldrum and District.
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MELDRUM SOLDIER SER&D IN INDIA AND BURMA

By Peter Myers

Technical skills learned in Civvy Street have been put to good use by the Army. In the early years of World
War 1, soldiers who had worked as fitters were directed to the Royal Army Ordnance Corps where they were
trained to repair and maintain armoured fighting vehicles as well as mechanised transport.

A Meldrum man who served as a fitter in the RAOC was William Aiken of Fingask Lodge. He was fortunate to
survive the Burma Retreat in 1942 only to die from illness not long after reaching the safety of India. Before
the war he had been an apprentice fitter at the Lon
wagon workshops at Inverurie, which he cycled to with other employees from Oldmeldrum. His pre -war
military experience in the Territorial Army with the 6th Battalion, Gordon Highlanders, helped him to adapt
quickly to Army life. William was transferred from the 9th Gordons to the RAOC in March 1940.

After training, he was posted to India and disembarked at Bombay _ =95
on July 22, 1941. In December, William was posted to the 17th Indian __ P -
Division at Ahmadnagar and was attached to the Indian Army ;*_ = : o ~—“Q

Ordnance Corpsd workshops ther
recovering stranded tanks. (See accompanying photograph.) Onfgsig '
January 3, 1942, he embarked at Calcutta for Rangoon where Britist
and Indian troops awaited the Japanese invasion of Burma which.
began on January 22. The defenac. . =
Stuart light tanks of the 7th Armoured Brigade, who had come from

North Africa. The tank crews played their part in helping the British forces pull out of Rangoon, which was
abandoned on March 7. They managed to bring away enough supplies of food and fuel to help sustain the
retreating army. (The accompanying photo shows the crew of a Stuart tank of the 2nd Royal Tank Regiment
in Burma during 1942.)

g

~» Lieutenant-Ge ner al William oBill dé SI i m, who wa
,constituted Burma Corps, realised he col
task was to save as many men as possible to fight another day from the two
divisions and armoured brigade of Burma Corps. While William and his fellow-
fitters strived to keep vehicles serviceable, the crew of the only surviving Stuart tank

§ was given the task of smashing up expendable motor transport at a road block near

~ Shwegyin so as to deny them to the enemy. Only four-wheel-drive vehicles and

¥ ambulances were allowed to embark on steamers for the crossing of the Chindwin

—_ River. The other 70 Stuart tanks had been immobilised earlier.

The retreat of almost 1,000 miles in three and a half months was the longest performed by the British Army.
Official figures record that 13,000 men were killed, wounded or missing in the retreat, and did not include
those who would die later from disease. Sadly, Serjeant William Aiken was among the latter when he died at a
casualty clearing station on July 19, 1942, from diphtheria, aged 20. His grave is at Maynamati War Cemetery,
Bangladesh, where more than 700 World War Il casualties are commemorated.

Williambébs brother, Andy, who had served with the RO
Royal British Legion Scotland. The Remembrance Sunday parade at Oldmeldrum, in which he was a standard
bearer, had particular significance for him as he remembered his brother who had died so young in the
service of his country.

PASTORAL CARE

If you, or anyone you know would like a visit from someone from the Pastoral Care Team, please get in touch
with either Eileen Oliver on 07775 606640 or Sheila Simpson on 07866 130175.

We are also looking for people to join our Team to provide occasional visits to people in the Community. If
you have some free time and think this is something you would be interested in, please let us know.
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WILLIAM FORSYTH COMMUNITY GARDEN

Our Town and the William Forsyth Community Garden

Oldmeldrum is already firmly on the tourist map, thanks to the renowned Glen Garioch Distillery, the ever -
beautiful annual floral displays by MAIG, and our historic Town Hall and square. TheMeldrum Community
Garden Project Charity aims to build on this reputation through the ongoing development of the  William
Forsyth Community Garden

The garden already offers a peaceful woodland walk, wonderful views of
Bennachie and the Grampians, and a
its namesake, William Forsyth.

This year, as part of our continued
information boards to the reverse side of the main garden sign. The first
presents a timeline of fi®mbpmreRkdsodcrtimentd s
the present day. The second shares the story of William Forsyth himself, the
celebrated Oldmeldrum -born biologist for
whom the garden is named. He is also
honoured through the Memarial Garden within

Meldrum Community Garden !
Project scottish charity scosszss -

the main site. - Oldmeldrum

We believe everyone has an interest in the past,|  “m

and we hope these new additions will provide | wewnes F
both locals and visitors with something el = |

~ Population growth: 1951-1,103; 2001-2,003; 2020-3,120.
2010: William Forsyth y Jim McColl

informative, enjoyable, and

memorable. They form part of our long -term
goal to further establish Oldmeldrum as one
of Scot | avisiddéssinationss t

~ 2002: Meldrum op Y Anne.
© 2002: Meldrum Amenitie: I
 Scotland Beautiful Gold Award 2022. Wt

 20th Century Developments.

[=] Interested in learning more,
= then visit us on Facebook.
+a Click on this QR code.

. Norman Brammer, Chairman,
Meldrum Community Garden Project

ALZHEMIER SCOTLAND

Alzheimer Scotland offers a group in Oldmeldrum for people living with de- .
mentia and their carers.

Meldrum Social Group meet normally on the first Thursday of each month
from 1.30 -2.30 pm at the Town Hall in the Square. At the group we have
games and activities, tea and coffee and quizzes. Recent activities include
planting seeds and making clocks. Our Community Groups are there to be
enjoyed by anyone living with dementia or experiencing difficulties with
their memory, including their families and friends. All are welcome; people
who can attend independently and/or for those unable to do so should
come with a companion who can provide any support for them.

Contact Susan atswestcott@alzscot.org or tel 07876 003154 if you would
like any further information.

We also run Carers Groups in Ellon and Inverurie. These are for carers to come along to and they can share their experi-
ences, get advice and have a friendly chat with our dementia advisor. If you would like to come along to a carers group
please contact Mags Corbett at mcorbett@alzscot.org or telephone 07769 366 175.
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Our first meeting of the new session of The Guild was held on Monday 8th September. The
Speaker was Dr. Pauline Larmour who spoke on her experience in Malawi 20225. Malawi
is a safe and beautiful country but also one of the poorest who survive on what they

grow. There is a cycle of drought and flood. While Dr. Larmour was in Malawi she was
teaching Psychiatry in Medical School where there are now 3 Malawian Psychiatrists and
another 7 training. The main issues are Alcholism, Anxiety, Depression and Bipolar2
Nurses from Cornhill Hospital also volunteered to go out to Malawi and it was a culture
shock for them. The talk was very interesting and enjoyed by all.

The Guild outing was held on Monday 29th September.

We had a lovely meal at the Garlogie Inn served by friendly staff followed by some time in Mains of Drum
Garden Centre where we had time for shopping. Everyone enjoyed the day out.

Thanks to Bain's coaches and their Driver.

The Guild met on Monday 13th October and the Speakers were Jill Ewen and Keith Linklater from RBS
Fraserburgh who gave a talk on Scams and Fraud.They informed us of the types of scams used e.g.
purchase, investment, romance, money muling and rental scams. We were advised to use unique
passwords. Members shared their experiences of scammers which was interesting.It was an informative talk
and very well received.

The Guild met on Monday 10th November and the Speaker was Mhari Watt who gave a talk on The Chelsea
Pensioners. Mhari told us about her visit to the Royal Chelsea Hospital in London and showed some slides of
the Building including the Living and Dining areas. She also told us that to become a Chelsea Pensioner you
need to have a good Army Record, be of good character, good health, no spouse and be over 65. The talk
was informative and enjoyed by all.

The Guild Syllabus is as follows:

12th January 2026 Therapets
Speaker: Diane Wood

9th February 2026 Oil and Gas Transition
Speaker: David Watson

9th March 2026 Speaker to be arranged

13th April A.G.M.
Speaker: Pat Patrone

The World Day of Prayer will be held in Meldrum Church on Friday 6th March 2026 (time to be arranged).

BEREAVEMENTS

Mrs Cathy Ross 7th September 2025
Ms Angie Brown 17th September 2025
Mr George Watt 21st September 2025
Mr Michael (Mike) Maclurg 31st October 2025
Mr Barrie Raeper 3rd November 2025
Rev. Bob Spencer 14th November 2025




NATIONAL TRUST FOR SCOTLAND

North East Aberdeenshire National Trust for Scotland

NATIONALIME mMber s0 Centr e
~ TRUSTfar (A registered Scottish Charity SC02422)

'® SCOTLAND

We had a wonderful treat in September when the music students of Meldrum Academy collaborated with us
to stage a concert in Daviot Hall. They are such a talented bunch and we thank them for performing. In
October we had a visit to the James Hutton Institute in Aberdeen. Amazing to think that such important
groundbreaking research is happening on our doorstep. Aberdeenshire folk, however, are no strangers to
discovery and innovation especially in the field of medical progress as Fiona Musk, NHS Grampian Archivist
was able to tell us when she spoke to us in November about the past, present and future of the Foresterhill
campus. join Upcoming events are listed below:

7th December, 3pm Methlick Parish Church 8 Carols for Christmas (Tickets £12 include tea/coffee, mince
pies and shortbread available through Eventbrite)

January (date and venue TBD) 0 The Work of the Mercy Shipsd Marguerite Connolly

24"™ February, 11am (tea/coffee from 10:30am), Library Headquarters, Oldmeldrum & The History of a
House 8 showcasing the research resources available at the library.

If you are interested in attending any events email ne.aberdeenshire.mc@agmail.comfor tickets and more
information.

Non-me mbers of the Membersd Centre are very wel come
talks, which are free to members (unless it is a ticketed event). Light refreshments are available to buy aftet
talks.

If you are a member of the NTS and would like to get more involved and help support our local properties
then join the North East Aberdeenshire Membersd LCen

Alistair Flett, Easter Crichie Cottage, St. Katherines, Aberdeenshire. AB51 8SR (01651 891620).
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MELDRUM PATHS GROUP

A very busy year for Meldrum Paths Group has gained us 2 electric strimmers- thank you for voting for us to
continue our path maintenance in and around Oldmeldrum.

Our Oldmeldrum Community e -bikes have been in demand, providing the community
with both a low carbon and low cost means of commuting and also an opportunity to
explore local paths tracks and roads with the attendant social, recreational and health
benefits that come with such activity. As part of this project we have introduced Ladies
Cycle runs, which have mostly been on beautiful days and involved many unusual land-
marks and a cafe or two.

After 13 years of focus by MPG and support of the Community Council, Aberdeenshire Council commissioned
a major transport assessment (STAG) to determine the best route for a path linking Oldmeldrum, Inverurie
and Daviot. The path will bring immediate community benefits and help the Council and Scottish Govern-
ment meet their objectives for Active Travel, health and well-being. The final report was approved by both
Formartine and Garioch Area Committees and the council is now engaged in reaching out to the landowners
along the proposed route.

Our new path constructed to link Forsyth Drive and Meldrum Academy has proved to be extremely popular
and due to public demand we have printed a second edition of our popular walking and cycling route map
that is available in local shops and businesses.

Meldrum
Connect
Community
Funding
Grants

Throughout 2024 Meldrum and Bourtie Parish Church awarded a
total of £3310 to local community groups. This included grants to
Meldrum School, Village Church, MAIG, Meldrum Paths Group, The
Community Garden, Girl Guiding and Toddlers.

The grants are provided from our Benevolent Income Fund. This is
income from investments which originated from a legacy for the
benefit of deserving causes locally and is administered by the Kirk
Session.

The scheme is open to those groups and organisations working for
the benefit of the community in Meldrum and Bourtie Parish, i.e., the
local area.

If you would like to find out more about applying for a grant for your
group in 2025 please email us at:

info@meldrumandbourtiechurch.com

'%mme

Parish Church of Scotland

l E I l H s‘ Get in touch today and let the experts help you handle life’s difficult moments.

Natural Stone
(Formerly Fyfe Memorials)

We have over 170 years’ experience in producing high
quality traditional style memorials, natural shaped boulders
and handcrafted designs to individual requirements in a
range of Scottish or selected imported natural stone.

We perform the following to the highest standard:
¢ Supply & Install Memorials
Cleaning & Renovation

.
. _ _ Academy Way, Colpy Road Industrial

o Additional Ihscrwptwons N memorials@leiths-group.co.uk 9 Estate, Oldmeldrum, Inverurie ABS1 07 ‘& 01651873873

e Pet Memorials




OLDMELDRUM GREEN GRWING SPACE

Itds hard to believe wedve reached t S
season!
This year brought an abundance of beautiful produce fi especially tomatoes
thriving in the polycrubs fi and even a successful crop of grapes!
Wedve also dedicated speci al pl ots t C
pantry at the British Legion and another for the local primary school. Thanks to
generous funding from the church, we will be able to purchase essential
eqmpment for these plots, for which we are truly grateful.
e  Progress this year has been a little slower, mainly due to the loss of our valued
i 'community volunteer Sandy Davidson, and the unavailability of a
- digger. Nevertheless, the show must go on!
‘S - We focused on improving the front gate area, removing weeds, laying down
.. membrane and woodchip to suppress future growth, and edging around the car
= park fi giving the whole site a much neater appearance. It was hard work by
y» = hand, but the results were well worth it.
We also prepared the foundations for a log cabin, kindly gifted by a member of
& the community. The cabin was dismantled last weekend and is now being
ik, reassembled by lan Reid with help from his son Keithii and it 6s comir
beautifully.
The next step is to lay foundations for the summerhouse gifted by the Meldrum
< Community Council, which will be dismantled and brought to the site.
%5
~a& Looking ahead, we plan to begin work on the woodland area, creating a
" peaceful woodland walk for everyone to enjoy. One of our members has already
installed bird boxes to encourage nesting and wildlife in the area.
As winter approaches, w@ dveedingpturrenge@eri ng |1
Nsoil, and for those who follow the ono

& We look forward to spring, and to another successful season filled with the
\ same joy and abundance of fruit and vegetables as the last two years.
Lorraine Kelly




Dear Friends,

As Advent unfolds and the lights begin to shine a little brighter across our community, we find ourselves once
again approaching the wonder and mystery of Christmas. This Advent in church we have been asking
ourselveso Wh at Chi [IAgwe/are invitéd usstd?pause, look closely, and ask the honest, searching
guestions that rest at the heart of the nativity story.

Who is this child born in a mangerf this child who disrupts expectations, turns the world toward compassion,
and invites us into a new way of being? What does this child reveal about hope, about peace, about the
presence of God who comes near to us in tenderness, vulnerability, and love? And perhaps most importantly:
what does this child awaken in usas individuals, families, and a community of faith?

As we make our way toward Christmas Day, may we allow these questions to shape us opening our hearts
to wonder, rekindling our imagination, and renewing our commitment to be bearers of light in our village

and beyond.

And what a season it is shaping up to be! We have a rich calendar of gatherings, celebrations, and
opportunities to connect with one another. You are warmly invited to everything listed below, and
encouraged to bring neighbours, friends, and family along. There is a place for everyone here.

* December & Christmas Season Offerings

Weekly Gatherings

1 Morning Worship & Every Sunday at 11.00amA warm welcome awaits as we journey through Advent in
our worship serieso What Chil d | s Thi s?o0

i Tunes and Tea & Fridays at 4.00pmA dementia-friendly gathering ii light-hearted, musical, and full of
good company, a blether, and your favourite old tunes. All welcome!

* Special Events in December

1 7th December, 7.00pm 8 Prayer and Praise Evening Worship An informal evening of contemporary
songs, Scripture, prayer, and fellowship.

i 12th December, 6.30 88.30pm & Christmas Youth Club For young people P5 and up. Games, fun,
shacks, and Christmas cheer! Meets every second Friday of the month.

1 20th December, 10.00 83.00pm & Community Christmas Tree Project Open Day Come along to view
the amazing, creative trees submitted by our community. Enjoy a mince pie, cast your vote, and
celebrate local imagination!

i 20th December, 5.00pm & Christmas Carol Singing in the Church  Join us for a beautiful evening of

carols, candlelight, and performances from talented folks right here in our parish.
i 21st December, 4.30 86.00pm 0 Bricks and Bites A new family-friendly gathering with mountains of
LEGO and DUPLO, along with food and relaxed fellowship for all ages.

1 22nd December, 6.30pm & Carol Singing Around the Village  Meet at the Christmas tree in the
square as we bring songs of joy and light to our neighbours.

* Christmas Eve & Christmas Day Services

q 24th December, 3.00pm 66 We e & Chr i st maAgoyfld,uneracve celebratien for young
childrenfi filled with glitter, lights, laughter, and dancing.

i 24th December, 11.00pm 9 Watchnight Service Carol singing begins at 11.00pm, with the service
starting at 11.30pm. A peaceful, meaningful way to welcome Christmas.

i 25th December, 10.30am & Christmas Morning Celebration Come as you ardi Christmas jumpers,

cosy scarves, and all as we celebrate the arrival of Christ with joy and gratitude.

In addition, you are invited to join our Book Group where we continue to meet
monthly for thoughtful conversation and fellowship around compelling books of
faith.

i January: Life of the Belovedby Henri Nouwen
i February: God on Mute by Pete Greig

As we journey together through Advent and into Christmas, may we recognise in the Christ-child not only a
story we rehearse each year, but a living invitation to transformation - an invitation to hope, to peace, to
courage, and to deep compassion for our neighbours and ourselves.
Thank you for the many ways you embody that spirit throughout the year. May the warmth, joy, and blessing
of this sacred season surround you and those you love. With hope and gratitude,

Rev. Alisa McDonald - Meldrum & Bourtie Parish Church
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Informal Ga‘fhering of Prayer and Praise on
the I Sunday of the Month

’% R e Location: Meldrum Kirk
Meldru ¢ Bourte

Time: 7.00pm
Parish Church of Scotland infoemeldrumandbourtiechurch.com

Meldrum Kirk

inspire
Reading b°°\;5 :.,hatrage. open i
e Book Group 5T msowor s
e
HENRI J.M.
JanuaryBook "N O0WEN FebruaryBook  “pETE
szeof‘lhe Life of the Beloved Godon Mu[e_‘Engaging G R E I G
Beloved the Silence of gg D @
by Henri UnansweredPrayer MUTE
ouwen by Pete Greig
contact Alisa.McDonald@churchofscotland.org.uk
for monthly location
s for some
ick fun!

Family Friendly

gathering
A simple supper &
pudding
Imaginative play with
Lego/Duplo
Activities for all ages 3rd SU n d ay Of th e Month
e S
2> 4.30-6.00pm
- A @ Meldrum Hall
No need to bring anything, just come as you are.

H !
e e Rt Noise, mess and wobble towers all welcome here!
More Details:

11

24"™ Dec

25" Dec

Ld Ld
Christras iv Kebdyun
Morning Worship Every Sunday @ 11.00am
Tunes and Tea Every Friday @ 4.00pm

7th Dec. 7.00pm Prayer and Praise Evening
Worship
6.30-8.30pm Christmas Youth Club

10.00-3.00pm Community Christmas

14" Dec

20" Dec
Tree Project Open Day

20" Dec  5.00pm Christmas Carol Singing in

Church

4.00pm Bricks and Bites

6.30pm Carol Singing around village

21% Dec
22" Dec
24™Dec  3.00pm ‘Wee’ Christmas Eve Service
11.10pm Watchnight Christmas Eve
Service

10.30am Christmas Morning Celebration

L G
Yee ppoat”

Meldrum & Bourtie Parish Church

ECHRISTMAS RETIRING COLLECTIONS

1 There will be retiring collections at the

| Services on 21st, 24th and 25th December.
. The monies collected will be split equally
ibet ween the O6Leprosy
i0Friends of Anchor d.

r

Tunes and Tea

An afternoon of singing the ol’ tunes,
enjoying a blether and a fine cuppa!
EVERY FRIDAY é%g

at Meldrum Kirk >
4.00-5.00pm

=
(no Tunes and Tea from 18th July
and returning on 15" of August)

S
%% &
*mentia®®

An afternoon open to ALL who would enjoy a sing song,

friendship and a cuppa.
Including anyone living with dementia or experiencing difficulties with their memory,
including friends and family. All are welcome: people who can attend independently
and/or for those unable to do so should come with a companion who can provide any
needed support for them. We are unable to provide transport- it is therefore your
responsibility to get to and from this community activity, safely. If you are unsure, or
have any questions please get in touch. Alisa.McDonald@churchofscotland.org.uk



Sunday 30%

' /A Service of healing
, .- and hope for those
~~—who find this season
hard or have lost a
loved one.
Tea/Coffee served

e
%; e November
‘A a8 - at2.30pmin
\% 1 . ¥ ‘the Church hall

\’\

HEALING AND HOPE o 5 .
All Welcome mth}(lﬂw{éﬂﬁgllmf
PRAISE Meldrum & Bourtie

Parish Church of Scotland

”ENS - pRAYER

Sat 7th March 2026 - Doors open 8:15 am
Guest Speaker: TBC

Location: Meldrum Church Hall,

Albert Road, Oldmeldrum AB51 ODB
To Book: Call 07968 000610 or :
email:

—

infoemeldrumandbourtiechurch.com ¢

" @Meldrum and Bourtie ChurchHall
Games // Table Tennis // Music // Tuck Shop

5 TN}

ndFriday of the Month
P5-560t6.30pm-8.30pm

Meldrum and Bourtie Church Hall,
Albert Road
For more information contact Alisa.McDonald@churchofscotland.org.uk

www.meldrumandbourtiechurch.com SCN: SC015960

MELDRUM PETANQUE CBU

The Petanque Club is located at the far end of
the Oldmeldrum Golf Club Car Park

The Facility is open and free of charge at any

time to members of the public young and old

During the summer season regular matches
take place each Wednesday evening at 6.30
pm and each Saturday afternoon at 2 pm
Coaching is available and all level of players
will be made most welcome
For further enquiries phone 07990 586 142

OPENING HOURS:

Thurs 10-3.30pm.
Friday. 10-3.30pm
Saturday 10-3.30pm

MELDRUM CAFE

Christmas hours
Café closing at 2pm on Saturday 20 ™ December
Reopening at 10am on Thursday 8 ™ January 2026.

Thank you to all our customers for your support.

We look forward to seeing you again in 2026.
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MELDRUM 203G LADIES AFTERNOON TEA

An opportunity for all the ladies of our town ,along with their family and friends,to have a great afternoon of
Fizz, Food and Fun and support Meldrum 2030 and ultimately CLAN Cancer Support.

Meldrum 2030 are hosting a Ladies Afternoon Tea in The Royal British Legion hall on Saturday 25th April
2026. See attached advert.

The aim is to raise enough funds to ensure that Oldmeldrum is included in the CLAN Trail 2027. The Book
Bench Trail this year was a great success and brought lots of families into the town centre which obviously is
a benefit to the local business community.

Supporting CLAN Cancer Support is the ultimate aim. Cancer is unfortunately something that affects us all,
either personally or through a family member, neighbour, friend or work colleague etc.

The afternoon will start with a Prosecco reception followed
by a Luxury Afternoon Tea. There will be a few fun games
with the chance of winning a great prize, live music and
disco. There will be a guaranteed prize winner at every table.
Prizes from Tiger Lily Boutique who will also have a pop-up
shop for the day.

See the attached advert for full details.

By the time you read this there is a chance that the event will
be sold out but just in case please enquire to Jan on the
number in the advert.

Even if the event is sold out and you would still like to sup-
port the cause there is the chance for any local business or
individual to sponsor part of the afternoon in the following
ways.

Sponsor the Disco £200, Sponsor the Live Music £250 or
Sponsor The Prosecco Reception £500. Donate a raffle prize.

Any sponsor will receive as much publicity as we can possi-
bly arrange , or of course if you wish to make an anonymous
donation we will respect your wishes

OLDMELDRUM RAMBLERS

Autumn in this area shows up our countryside in the most glorious colours at this time of
year and The Ramblers always make the most of it. Looking out over Dunecht House and
Estate was particularly spectacular. Another lovely walk was just along the road at Core Hill
where you could see for miles in every direction.

The Oldmeldrum Ramblers group meets every second Thursday to walk for around 57 miles
in the local area. We are a very friendly group and would welcome new members.

If you are interested in finding out more about Oldmeldrum Ramblers and are aged over 50,
please either phone Sandy Mclntosh on 07902 200831 or email him on
sandy.mcintosh@gmail.com.
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